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The plan is one of great simplicity, And consists in encircling
the root of the penis in a common elastic ring made of vul-
caniz>d indiarubber. such, in fact., as ig used for stationery pur.

pose?. l.et the bladder be emptied the last thing a,t rii,,!it ; the
ring is then to be applied, and must be rotai: ed during the
night, antI removed early in the tnortting. It ussy be also used

during the day if the bladder is irritable, which is not uncom-
monly the case.

In cases which have come under my notice, T have adminis-
tered the carbonate of iron and an alkali, with an occasional
purge of calomel and scammony; but 1 do not attribute much
importance to the medical treatment, as I have always found
that similar medicines have been ineffectually given before the
ring was employed..
There is nothing new, after all, in retaining the urine in the

bladder of children, ts formerly it was the invariable custom to
clap ou the jugum penis for five or six hours before the opera-
tion of litho omy; but I am not sure that the plan I now men-
tion has bet’n used for incontinence of urine before. I can re-
commend it for its extreme simplinity and its unqaestionable
efftcacv. Yours obedientlv.

JOHN ADAMS, F.R.C.S.

EDINBURGH.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE summer session opened at the commencement of this
month. Dr. Bennett has returned and resumed clinical teach-

ing, a work in which he excels. It was a matter for deep
regret that be had during the winter to give up lecturing for a
time and go to the south of Europe, on account of an affection
of the throat ; but we congratulate the Edinburgh School upon
his return, and are glad to find that during his temporary
indisposition ha has lost none of his characteristic ardour as a
teacher. The subjeo’ of Professor Bennett’s introductory lec-
ture was the engrossing one, "Medical Education." On this
matter he takes a different view from some of his fellow-

professors. In his estimation the progress of the science and
art of medicine is a subject for congratulation, and not for envy
and regret, as it seems to be regarded by some. As regards his
views on lectures, that such as are good and well delivered do
not occasion loss of time to the student, there are few who will
disagree with him ; nor will his statement be controverted that
if the lectnrer knows little of his subject, reads a monotonous
compilation, is incapable of fixing the attention of his class, or
has not sufficient means for illustration or experiment, the
lecture can produce little effect. The chief thing in the matter
of lectures, in his idea, is that pains should be taken to obtain
good instructors-that it is the lecturers, and not the variety of
subjects, with whom the fault of the inutility of lectures lies.
That lecturers should be able to lecture must be so evident that
all will ag ee with Professor Bennett. But in his remarks upon
examinations the same unanimity of opinion is not likely to
prevail; for when he observes, "the only parties capable of
examining are experienced teachers who, in consequence of
their annually reviewing their special subject, must be cog-
nisant with details," he comes in opposition to the lirbe body
of our coilpge examiners, who are men of ability and reputa-
tion, conscientiously endeavouring to discharge this duty, and
who, I cannot but think, do that duty well. Dr. Bennett
summed up the points for the consideration of the Medical
Council under three heads-(1) the means of securing good
teachers ; (2) the means of obtaining efficient examinations ;
(3) how to extend the prac ical methods of learning the science
and art of medicine in our schools.

I mentioned in a former letter that the University proposed
giving the students so many marks according to the position
occupied in the class-examinations. I understand that this
system has already come into nse at the examinations lately
concluded, and I also understand that the written examina-
tions for class prizes have this year been turned to practical
account, each student’s competing paper being valued at so
many marks, the number of the marks having reference to the
examinations for the degree. I have not yet heard that the
extra-mural lecturers have objected to this, although it is likely
to prove injurious to them Those students who obtain a cer-
tain percentage of marks have only to answer one of the

quphtioxs propose at the written examinations for the degree;
those who have obtained a lower rate, to answer two questions;
whilst those aamder a certain por-centage answer all the ques-
tions required.
The Edinburgh students are well off in having two courses

of lectures on insanity delivered during the summer session.
The one is in the extra-mural school, by Dr. Skae, of the Royal
Edinburgh Asylum ; the other is by Professor Laycock, on
medical psychology und mental diseases. In his introductory
lecture Professor Lay cock dwelt on the necessity for the com-
bination of principles and practice for the right understanding
of mental diseases, and alluded to the error that the meta-
physician is liable to commit who is ignorant of practical
details. This subject was illustrated by those two well-known
cisea, that of Mr. Windham, and that of G. V. Townley. The
Edinburgh School is fortunate in having two such able andexperienced exponents of this important branch of medicine.
There are two sinitary questions at present exoiting a good

deal of attention among us. One is the drainage of Edin-
burgh. A great portion of the sewage is poured into the water
of Loich, and is said by those on the one side to make it
injurious to health, a charge which is denied by the others.
From what I observe I cannot blJt think that were it not for
the cost of the drainage scheme all parties would be agreed;
for whether statistics prove that certain portions of the town
are more unhealthy tlvan others or not. still no one will but
allow that the water of Leith is not a pleasant stream to look
upon, nor that it is an agreeable walk at all times of the year te
stroll along its banks. Surely to look at its dark and bubbling
waters the similarity of name recalls that of " Let.he," that
infernal river of the Greeks, whose name is associated with the
dead. Some may ask, W hy should not " modern Athenians"
have their Lethe’s stream as well as the ancient ? The esti-
mated cost of the drainage scheme amounts to &pound;60,000 : the
sum is certainly considerable, when it is remembered that this
sum is to be expended merely to conduct the sewage to the
sea. It is remarkable that no company has been started for
the purpose of u:ilizing the sewage, for the site of the city is
well fitted for such a scheme. In Edinburgh we boast-that is,
our cleaning committee does-that &pound;7000 a year are obtained
for the street sweepings and the household refuse ; and if so
much can be realized from the one portion of our waste, why
not utilize the other ? The other sanitary matter is the Diseased
Meat and Cattle Bill; but the subject is too important to be
considered at the end of this letter.
Edinburgh, May 20th, 1864.

DUBLIN.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE twenty-first annual report of the Council of the College
of Surgeons in Treland will be laid before the fellows on Monday,
the 30th inst. From it will be learned that 15 candidates were
admitted to the fellowship of the College, 116 received letters
testimonial, and 29 the diploma in midwifery ; 30 candidates
for the letters testimonial were rejected. A most painful feature
in the report is the list of deaths recorded amongst our
fellows and licentiates, amounting in number to 30 ; on which
roll appears-the latest of our losses-the name of Robt. Johns,
chairman of the Midwifery Court of Examiners : an event most
unexpected, and which resulted, after but a few days’ illness,
from peritonitis.

Robert Johns was the son of the late Colonel Johns, of
Wexford, a gentleman of high social position, who destined the
subject of those remarks for his own profession, in the study of
which he was actually occupied for some years at one of your
military colleges, but which he was ultimately compelled to
give up all idea of entering in conseqnence of delicacy of con-
stitution. He then turned his attention to the study of medi-
cine, and was bound apprentice to the late celebrated surgeon,
William Henry Porter, professor of surgery to the College of
Surgeons, and one of the surgeons to the Meath Hospital ; in
which institutions he putsned his professional studies, con-

temporaneously with the prosecution of his arts’ course in the
University of Dublin, where he took out degrees both in arts
and medicine. In the year 1839 he became a licentiate, and in
1844 a fellow, of the College of Surgeons. For a time he de-

, voted himself to country practice, having charge of the Fethard
and Tintern Dispensaries ; but ultimately yielded to the adviceof many of his friends (who considered it a pity that talente


